FRED
Evie was in the barn with our bull, Mr. Ed, his leg’s bee actin’ up lately.  Carrie was playin’ marbles with some kids somewhere.  I’d just given the dogs their Kibbles and Bits, was havin’ my coffee, one eye on the TV, the other on my newspaper.  Just another mornin’, that’s all, nothin’ unusual.  The numbers flashed across the TV screen.  Sure I saw ‘em, but didn’t think much about ‘em.  Certainly wasn’t thinkin’ back to when I went into town that day.  Day I went to Charlie’s for some grain and feed.  An’ how Charlie, always makin’ fun about how cheap I am, dared me to buy a ticket.  Had a buck an’ a half change from my purchase.  Put the two quarters in my pocket, told Charlie, “Let’s go for it!”  Well Charlie, always kiddin’ me, said, “Well, well Mister Sport’s finally spendin’.”  An’ the machine pumped out my ticket.  Good laugh, yeah, got the grain, the feed, put ‘em in the truck, rode away, forgot about it.

OK, so I’m havin’ my coffee yesterday, an’ heard ‘em announce how they still haven’t found the winner, been three weeks.  Then the numbers go up on the screen again.  Tell ya, half a’ me didn’t wanna get up, figured why bother?  But since my jacket was right there by the door, an’ sometimes the Lord pushes ya to where ya needa go, I got up an’ got it.  Looked up at the screen again.  First number, yup, got it.  Second, also.  When it got to the third number, I began thinkin’, “Wouldn’t it be funny?”  Fourth, fifth, “Oh my . . . !”  Ws like my coffee kicked in.  Like I was havin’ a caffeine-adrenaline reaction.  Felt like my heart stopped, an’ my eyes popped out to the TV screen.  Looked at it again and again.  They I yelled, “Evie!  Evie!  Get in here!”

What happened in the next ten minutes is anybody’s guess.  I certainly don’t remember.  All I know was I jumped up on the table, scared the cats, knocked over my coffee, an’ screamed! Hollered so loud that when Evie came in she thought I’d flipped my lid completely.  I was dancin’ on the table, kissin’ that ticket!  “Evie baby, we won!  We won!”  When she realized I wasn’t loony, an’ got what I meant, she was up on the table with me.  Two of us, screamin’!  Soon we fell over, rolled on the floor, laughed hysterically!  Kibbles and Bits all over us!  Cats were runnin’, dogs barkin’, was a real crazy scene here, let me tell ya!  We were like two kids in a mud puddle.  Think about it!  Ten million!  Ten million bucks!  An’ I was the only winner, me!  Me!  Yeah, that was somethin’ yesterday, let me tell ya, certainly was.
