COUNT RUGEN
I’m very interested in pain…In an intellectual way, actually.  I’ve written, of course, for the more learned journals on the subject.  Articles mostly.  At the present I’m engaged in writing a book.  My book.  The book, I hope.  The definitive work on pain, at least as we know it now…I think pain is the most underrated emotion available to us.  The Serpent, to my interpretation, was pain.  Pain has been with us always, and it always irritates me when people say ‘as important as life and death’ because the proper phrase, to my mind, should be, ‘as important as pain and death.”…Once of my theories…is that pain involves anticipation.  Nothing original, I admit, but I’m going to demonstrate to you what I mean:  I will not, underline, not, use the Machine on you this evening.  I could.  It’s ready and tested.  But, instead, I will simply erect it and leave it beside you, for you to stare at the next twenty-four hours, wondering just what it is and how it works and can it really be as dreadful as all that…I’ll leave you to your imagination, then.  But I want you to know one thing before tomorrow night happens to you, and I mean it; you are the strongest, the most brilliant and brace, the most altogether worthy creature it has ever been my privilege to meet, and I feel almost sad that, for the purposes of my book and future pain scholars, I must destroy you…God night now.  Try and sleep.  I doubt you’ll be able to.  Anticipation, remember?
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